[Emergency treatment of severe hemoptysis by embolization of systemic arteries].
Over a 6-year period 23 patients with massive haemoptysis were treated at the Hôpital Tenon, Paris. Eighteen of these, usually considered "non-surgical" cases, underwent emergency embolization of the bronchial artery (B.A.E.). The immediate outcome was favourable in 14 patients; 4 died of early recurrence. B.A.E. therefore appears to be a valuable treatment of massive haemoptysis in "non-surgical" patients or in patients awaiting transfer to a thoracic surgery unit. However, because of the failure rate, B.A.E. cannot compete with thoracic surgery in its classical indications, and its effectiveness and safety should be compared with those of balloon catheter endobronchial tamponade in "non-surgical" patients.